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I M E S A

Annual Conference and Exhibition of the Institute 

of Municipal Engineering of Southern Africa

It gives me great pleasure to, once again, wel-

come all special guests, delegates, and spon-

sors to the 79th annual IMESA Conference here 

in Cape Town. The local organising committee 

(LOC) has chosen a theme for this conference that 

is very appropriate for engineering practitioners 

active in the national, provincial, and municipal 

ers, developers, or service providers. ‘Changing 

the face of the municipal engineer’ does not just 

talk to the transformation in representivity, but 

more to the fact that the challenges that we face 

in the country force us to adapt and innovate. IM-

ESA, as an organisation, can only be sustained if it 

continues to serve its members and be relevant 

in representing their interests, as well as taking 

on leadership roles in putting forward solutions. 

In this regard, therefore, the papers presented at 

this conference are directed at the necessary con-

tinuous professional development needs of the 

membership. They also focus on the challenges 

the country faces in providing e!  cient and sus-

tainable services in the established major cities 

and extending an appropriate level of service to 

the rural communities.

Because of these goals, the conference has, 

over the years, also been greatly supported 

through the attendance of elected community 

representatives who " nd value in the issues dis-

cussed. Thanks, once again, to our many spon-

sors, which I more appropriately call our partners 

because they have, through the years, shown 

their support even when the economy has not 

been performing to its potential. The network-

ing opportunities between municipal o!  cials, 

national departments, engineering consultants, 

and service providers is probably as important as 

all the papers that will be presented. So, from the 

golf day and opening ceremony to the main gala 

event, delegates will be treated to a good Cape 

Town experience, in keeping with expected IME-

SA standards, which all LOC's strive to maintain or 

exceed. I, therefore, urge delegates to make the 

most of the opportunities to engage with like-

minded municipal engineering practitioners, ser-

both personal bene" t as well as in serving the in-

terests of the broader South African community.

Duncan Daries 

IMESA President

It gives me great pleasure to extend to you 

all a very warm welcome on behalf of IMESA 

are truly grateful to all our attending special 

guests, sponsors, exhibitors, and delegates 

who have accepted our invi-

tation to attend the 79th An-

nual IMESA Conference, here 

in the beautiful mother city of 

Cape Town. 

will be hosted in the spectacu-

and you can be assured that 

this venue will take your breath 

away. From the manicured gar-

dens and water features to the 

ing our industry today, whether they be eco-

nomic, social, environmental, or political, we 

need to adapt and be innovative. This starts 

with the local authorities, where most of us 

perform some function to serve our commu-

nities. But it goes beyond the government 

tions created by each engineer in South Africa. 

‘Changing the face of the Munici-

pal Engineer’, and it is a celebra-

taken care to select papers that 

represent all disciplines in the 

industry, looking at a variety of 

sub-themes. 

It is our wish that the papers 

presented will create a platform 

for open debate and an oppor-

tunity to exchange ideas and 

Tours lined up and hope to showcase what 

Cape Town can o# er with regard to housing 

development, upgrade in infrastructure, and 

service delivery. Please join us for our annual 

Gala Dinner, which will be hosted at the very 

trendy and upmarket Shimmy Beach Club at 

ing will be nautical and, once you enter the 

venue, you will understand why we chose this 

theme. This is a not-to-be-missed event!

Our Golf Day tees o#  on the 27October at 

the Bellville Golf Club. Be sure to pack your 

golf bags and join the guys (and girls) for 

some competitive fun.

the ladies on the Companion Programme, 

a must for all accompanying wives and 

partners. Lastly, a special thanks to all LOC 

members, head o!  ce sta# , and service 

providers for ensuring that this confer-

your expectations.

Chairperson: IMESA Western Cape LOC


